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Leave It To The Pros

In homage to Malcd m & the Fantas y Football Co mpet fion | thou ght thatit would

be goad to letthe pundits, managess & players do the @alkng so here are a few

quates: -
- “Heis the man who has be en brought on to replace Pavel Nedved. The

imeplaceable Pavel Nedved.” CLIVE TYLDESLEY

“In football, you can never say thatanythingis certain. The benchmarkis

38-40 points. Thathas dways been the case. That will never change.”

STEVE BRUCE

“Michael Owenis NOT a d\er. He knows whentodive, and when not

to...” STEVE HOD GE

“Chelsea are the team who canbreak the Man chester United and Arsena

monopady” RON ATKINSON

“The man (Alex Fergus on) is United. Cuthim and he will bleedred.”
ALAN BRAZIL

“It's going o be difficut for me —1"\ve neverhad b leam alanguageand
now | do” DAVID BECKHAM

“Our go alkeeper never had asave to makein 90 minutes. And yet he still

ended upconcedng4 goads” JOE ROYLE

“Matches don’tcome any bigger han FA Cup quarterfinals” NEIL
WARNOCK

“Chris Porterscored his first league god last week, andh€'s dore the
same this weeK JEFF STRLING

“There’s no doubt we'llbes eenas a hig fish in the Frs tDivision next year

—everybody will be trying toknockus offourperch....” KEVIN
BLACKWELL

Chris Semmens
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Presidents Viewpoint

Firstly l would like to wish everyone a happy new year, and to look back at the
|Dist rict Display held sinc e the last meeting. A report and pictures can be seen
ater.

My thanks nmust go to all those boys and oficers involved in making this an
excellent event. We have received seweral | eters conplementing the distict
on putting onswh an amaz g display.

Sadlyat the end of 2004 welost three menbers fom our District.

Eric Chgpman, District Homourary Vice President, and a menber of the
Broadleas Management Committee, from my own Battalion Colin O’'Brien and
Wilf Boseley.

Colin O Brien who was Captain of the 1°' Cheltenham Conpany and was
involved in the work of the Gloucestershire Battalion, Wilf Bosd ey who had
been Captain of the 1% Drybrook Company in the Forest of Dean and had
been retired from companywork for some time. My condolerces to all their
families at this time and we give thanks for all the worktheyhave done in the
brigade during ther lives.

In my first year as President we hope that all companies will take part and
enjoythe ewents within the Distict. The Ostrict Drill conpetition in Plymouth
is the firstconpetiti on held onthe 26" Felruaryfollowed by the District Junior
Fun Day on the 23" April. Company Section Sports Day this year in on the
12" March atLooe, Comwadl. Thisis a verygood daywith boys taking part in
football, unihoc, vol leyball and cross -country. As c aptain of 5" Glow ester we
hawe attended and enjoyed this ewent for many years. | hope that all these
event are well attended and thank the convenor for the task of taking on these
events.

Lasty | would like to draw attention to the District Fellowshp weekend at
Newquay on the weekend of April 1°'-3", which is a very enjoyable we ekend.
It would be nice to see some young blood at this weelend in the thriving
metropolis of Newguay. We have a great time and the weekend is a mixture
of time together and free time to do what you like. Arriving on Friday night
dimmer is next on the menu and then an eening acivity. If you are still
awake after that then there usually time for a nightcap in the bar. Saturdayis
afree dayand people are free to do what they want. We neet backfor dinner
in the evening and then ths is folowed by an evening activity Sunday
morning we all attend the locd church far the morning serice and then go
backto the hotel for lunch and then all de part for home after lunch. If anyone
wishes togo thenpleasec ontact Mike Semmens or mys elf.

Gordon Dale, District President
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Qbituary — Eric Chapman

Eric Chapman (95)

Eric janed the 4" Plymouth Company as a Boy progressing through the
ranks to becone an officer. He transferred to the 5" Plymouth Conpany,
where he was appointed Captain and ran an outstandingly suc cesful
Conpany.

In 1950 he joined the Brigade’s full-time staff as District Organiser for the
West of England District, holding that post wth distinction until his
retirement in 1976. Eric was a familiar figure throwghout the seven
counties and the Channel Islands, where his enthusiasm and dedication
led to the formation of many new Companies. He combined the office of
District Secretarywith that of the Organiser and knew every Company and
its Staff. His advice was frequently sought and he never failed to respong,
guiding where necessary into the right path and making good things

happen.

A stalwart at training couses with only one standard — that of perfection,
or as nearto it as possible He organised Distict Displays of a very high
standard, and master minded the Annual District Meetings, weekends held
at various venues across the District, pacled with activties and
fellows hip.

Retirement gave him more time to devote to Broadleas, the Brigade
Training and Camping Centre at Haytor. Eric was Secretary to the
management comnittee and together with Edna gave unstintingly of his
time undertakng many taskson site. Broadleas stands today as a tribute
to his long and devoted ser\ice.

Eric was an Office and a true Christian Gentleman who influenced the
lives of many Boys and men for good.

To his wife, Edna and their son, Brian, together with all the family, we
extend our loving sympathy & prayers.

Don Reeby & Raynond Bray
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Obituary — Colin O'Brien

Colin O@rien (57)

Colin joined the I*' Cheltenham Company in 1959 aged 12 and
progressed throwgh the ranks as both boy and man. He took over the
captaincy of the Company from his cousin Dave Bell in 1985 a posmon he
still held when he was suddenly taken from us on De cember 22™ 2004,

Colin was baptised in 1966 and in later years became a deacon at Gas
Green Baptist Church, Cheltenham where he worshipped. He had recently

been appointed as atrustee of the Gas Green Youth Centre.

He was a very leen camper and canped with the Battalion from his first
canp in 1960 until 2004. During this period he only missed one camp due
to afamilyillness. He held many positions at Camp. One year he was one
of the cooks cooking for ower 100 despite newver having cooled at all
before! In the last few years he was Equipment Officer and it is a
measure of his meticulous attention to detail that the advance parties©
duties were always carried out efficientyand without any hitches.

Colin was also a valued member of the group of officers who took the
Battalion Juniors on their annual weeks holiday.

Although serious, and at times shy, Colin would still enjoy a joke and leg-
pull even if itwas at his own exense.

We thank God for his life and the influence he had on so many of us. Colin
was a true gentle christian man who will be remembered byall who knew
him with great affection. He will be greatly missed by us all in the
Gloucesters hire Battalion.

Editors Notes

Wel| thanks to everyone who responded to my desperate pleas fa articles | hope tha you
all enjoy reading them. After the excellent Deplay last Octobae, it looks like beingaquiete
year through 2005, but that’s no excuse fa not putting pento paper and sending me an
article in the coming months. It doesnt matter how shat, @ irsignificant you feel you
news may be, therest d the District will be pleased to hear from you!

The ceadl ine for the May editian is 20 April 2005. All arti cle sto the usial
address: rileyrdh @b -west.org.lk; 21 Astc ott Drive, Burnham-on-Sea, Someret,
TA8 1HS; 01 27 8 786507.

Secretary's Scene

ABIG THANK Y Qu!ni

OK! | eealise that this may not pobably fitin with thetife butl had to saya hg
thank you to everyone, whocontributed to the District Display & mace it suwch a
big success. | hada very enj oyald e evering and from thec onments |have
received from others, they too hada great ime.

At the recentEndand Regioral Commite e meetngit was commented by two of
my colleagues whatan enjoyable and impressive eventit was . One of the two
reported thatit was such a shame tatthe r Distiic t was unable toworktogether
and get an event to match ours

It makes me proud tobeable to thinkthatour Distric tcan demonstrate that we
have the ali lity to support each other and workasa eaminorder to produc e
swch an event. I goesto show that together we are strorger,and the support
amongst our Battaliors & Gompanies will male iteasier to recruit & leep aur
menbers &staffas well s produce different & varied events & activities.

So please spare a thought for other members in the Bigadeand | wouldlike to
thank you in adance for te help and support that you offer to those that need it
Chris Semners, District Sec retary

Sporting Predictions

2004 - The final results are included. A big thank you to all who
bot her ed to enter, will 2005 be a year in whih so many under dogs will
once again winttrough? —Probaby why Leeds missed out on some
diverware in 2004. Keep your eyes peeled for the updates to the
scores, as the big events happen this year.

Chris Semmens

Comp etition Convenor

OFH CERS/STAFF COMP ANY/ JUNIORG
ShaunBaker 5" Exeter 26 Peter Durstan 1" Churchdown 22

lan Bond 5:h Exeter 15 Thomas Burrell lS[ Churchdown 16
Jake Smith SS(Exeter 14 Peter Harwood 1 - * Churchdown 14
Mik e Prevett 1 (Somerton 12 Juniors Section 1 Tewkesbury 14
R. Woolston 1*'Somerton 7 lan Seymou l Chuchdown 14
Ashley Holman 5 Exeter 7 Simon Rogers 5[h Exeter 13
Mark Rogers 5 Exeter 13
Mic haelK em pster 5 Exeter 10
Andrew Baldwin 1 (Tewkesbury 10
Sam Blake l Churchdown 10
?ndréalve\‘/kT ucke %l ghhalforrg 3
oe e .. Churchdown
Matt Roffe 1" Churchdown 4

Steve Diamond 1% Churchdown 4
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Chaplain’s Corner

Last November | was in the midst of acting as Inspecting Officer for the
annual inspection of the member conpanies of the Bristd Diocesan
Battalion of The Church Lads® and Church Girls© Brigade.
CL&CGB regulations insist that each company has to be inspected
annually by an authorised external 10. In the Bristol Diocesan Battalion
the process is climaxed at the annual Battalion Carol Service by the award
of trophies both to the company considered most efficient overall, and to
the company which is seen to be progressing the most in spite of
difficulties of various sats. Thus the task of the 10 in seeking to nake
judgements with regard to these awards is no sinecure. Leadership,
Church relatiorships, conpany programmes, uniform standards, staff
deployment, financial and administrative record leeping and self
evaluation all come under scrutiny. Hopefullythe outcome will, in Ofsted
speak, enable the various companies to be commended for what they do
well and to be challenged to refl ect on areas for development.

With these things in mind it is perhaps appropriate that the inspectons
take place during this period of the Church’s year now comnonly called
the Kingdomseason, leading into Adwent and Christmas. During the
Kingdom season, especially at All Saints Tide (1st November) and All
Souls Tide (2nd November) we have set before us the examples of those,
known and unknown, who through their commitment to Our Lord in the
members hip of His Church, have s et before us the possibilities of our own
disdpleship. In the lives of God® saints we are shown the standards of
worship, prayer, service and witness to which we might properly aspire if
we areto be realistic discigdes of He who is indeed King of Kings and Lord
of Lords. Thus the feast of Christ the King (21 Nowember), the climax of
the Kingdom season calls us to consider the redityand the quality of our
relations hip to that King whose reign we celebrate.

Such a consideration might then enable us the more carefully and
prayerfullyduring the weeks of Adwent, which leads directly up to
Christmas, to prepare ourselves afresh for the birth celebrations of that
same King, born of an apparently single mum, in the equivalent of bed and
breakfast accommodation, in an enemy occupied country. Some King
indeed!

In Christ,
Jack House

Apathy is Killing the BB

Below is a copy of a FULL PAGE article in the Bristd Evening Past on Wednesday
26" January 2005. Thankyou o Phil Warrey , although its a shame tha the BB can
only get this kind of publicity with such an unfo runate story. Thele was a subsequent
aricleon BBC Radio Biistd discussing this matter!

The fuure of BoysCBrigades in Bristd is under threat because of a lack of adults
\olunteeiing to ke leaces. The youth moverrent could ore day disappear from the

dty because newleaders ae notjanngup.

Dozens of Boys @rigades groups, knovn as conpanies, were dotted in ard around
Brisiol throughaut hefist haf of te 20t certury. Butnow there arejust 14 leftin the
Awn area and nurbers will continte to dwindle wnless nmore adults volunteer. Last
year a brigade in Sea Mils dosedbecause of a lack of leade s toorganise the Boys.
There are currently 400 boys who are part of conrparies in Bristol ard about 65
leaces. But meny of thel eaders are part-ime oroccasional, ne aning they make few
appearances a te weekly meetings.

Currentleaders bdieve youth noverrents such as the brigades and Scouts cod dbe
suffering from a negative i nage because o the nunber of leadels who are being
convicted of abuse an d downloading child pomag rephy.

Philip Warrey, who rurs a Boys@n;ade goup in Redidd and isa memnber of he
Awn execuive, said pegple were dso wary of a growing “corpensation cuture”.
M Warrey said: "l have been a leader sirce 1983. Sone friends in church were
tdking abaut having prodens in geting staff, and | wes a\ailable There aie 16 Boys©
Brigades in the Avon area One in Sea Mlls dosed last year because o a lac k of
\olunteers © run it. We have an extra prablemin that we ale lcokng for people who
are chuichbased. Peode are being pu off. There are inplications that people who
hdp run the BoysCBiigades could be sued at a noment® notice. And leaders are
tamnis hed by court 1epotts, and people ale worried. But there is no pioblem with
anything. Pare rts hgp pl y diop offtheir children, and we have al a of fun."
In1895there we le 22 Boys@ligades inBrisd , but aftera boominthe firsthd fof the
20th century thenumbes hawve fdlen. k was thought that young peopde were umed
off by drills, parades and urifonrs, pefening to day footal or cormputer games.
Tre shorlage of adults to lead the boys echces a simiar situaion feced by the
Brownies, which is facinga national crisis because ofdwindling leaceis. As meny as
8,000 pe ple ate needed to vdunteer o beconme Biown Onlsto meet thedemend of
a growing waiting list. KarenJay, dilector of training for Boys @rigace UK, sad: 'We
have the same dfficulies as the Scous and Bownes. "There ae fdenty of kds
wanting to jan brigades, hut hee®a shortage o leades. "There® nore of a
shortage in Brisd than nearby places such as Weston super-Mare, Keynsham and
Yae, whichale okay for leaders.”

Marc Goper, Bristd Evening Post

www.thisishiisol co.ukThe Brisiol Eveninﬂg Post
http://3Bbiistol.boysb igade,og,uk The 36" Bristd Conpany.
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2" Stoke-sub-Hamdon on Camp 2004

We didnt sleep intents we actually had a church
hallthat had beenrefurbshed for youh groups at
Shaldon. Elaine and| fet it had been the best
canp eva! The weathe was amazing and so
werethe boyd We went to the beach mog days
for part of thetime and even went one evening for
a barbeque, eighty sausages were cooked onone
disposable barbeque perhap a first for the
Guinness Book of Recads? The boys abo enjoyed playing onthe beach as the sun set.
We had a great visit to Paigrton Zoo, so muchto see, we could have spent longer. We
watched the Teignmouth Canival and visted the funfar. Onthe Sunday we held achurch
paade at the Methodist Church, which was so full we hadto use the new refitted balcony
andthe singingwas amaing, & was the welcome. Our minibus played s up, breaking
down several times, but by the power of payer actually got to the doa of the hall we were
staying in before it gave upthe ghost and was towed awa/! We had great fellowship
together and Im certainit insda time the boys willremember for years to come

lan Rumbelow, Captain 2~ Stoke sub Hamdon

News from Plym outh

The annual number gathering execise for our st atistical returns seems to get earlier each
year and the results for the PlymouthBattalion inSeptenber 2004 were mog heartening
In comparison with the previous yea, the total number of Boys increased by 29
Admitedly, most d ths was due to the welcane addtion d the 1°' Ivybridge to the
Companies of the Battalion, though the overallfigure for the remainder of the Canpanies
still showed a modest increase over 2003. I n addtion, some Companies have increased
numbers further since Sepgember, atrend that we hope will continue.

It is also encouraging to see many of our Senior Boys taking ther first steps in leadership
In particular, the 1 Plymouth had six Boys at the KG VI Couses at Felden during last
sunmer, threeonthe ls‘year couseandtiree onthe second, and several Boys from the
13t 4" 7 & 8"areat various stages wth ther Queens Badge at present.

When the possibilty of an event to mark the 150 annivasary of the Founder’s bithwas
mooted earlie lag year, our Battalion Vice-President, Alan Keast, took up the challenge In
1954, Alanwas one of the party from Plymouth who atended the I nternational Camp on
the quying Fields d Eton. His ideawas toirvite the ot her members to join him for lunch on
the 27 October. It was a great success, wth all but two of the surviving membe's of the
paty present. As aresult, not only is this likely to become anannual event, but asteering
canmittee was formed to oversee the re-hirth of the Plymouth Stedfast Association fa
former members, friends and supporters d the Batalion

OnNovember 12" 2005 we shall be hosting the latest activity day for the Junior Section
age group girls and boys. “GO 41T” 5 being organised in Plymouth by BB Souh West &
Salisbury Road Baptist Church. Details will be sent to all Distric Canpanies soon and we
hope that as many as possible will cometojoininthe fun Make sure you put the date on
your Company calendar for nex session and keep it in mind when planning you Battalion
events for next session.

Peter Billing

How the BB Influenced my Life!

| was born and grew up in Penryn, Comwadl, ny father (cften known as Bob
Sdmon’) was the Captan of the BBcompanythereard | was one of the frst new
recruis when the coy re-opened in the mid seventies; | can iemember many
Battalioneents such as conpeitiondays anddis trict events during mytine as a
boy in the BB. Uhforturaitdy like many rebellious teeragers by inwolvement with
the BB wawered as | appioached that time in my life and then ater a break of
several years retumed to help with a then recertly reformed Goyin the next town
of Falnouth and became an Offic er. After a mixture of careers in menial hedth
nursing and landscapng gardening (I know an interesi g mixture) | became a
committed Chrisian ater growing up in a Christan family in which the Methodist
Church played a mgor partard after questionng the whde ‘God’ debate atter my
Mother diedin 1990. In 1993 after as uccession of short termwork, | ded ded that
| needed to do something with nmy life ard found myse f becom ng more involved
in church life — it wes at this ime and the encouragement of the then Mrister;
Rewd Nigel Ddler, that | feltit was light to go © Bide ollege and explore my
\ocation as well as get a better urdestanding of the Bide -so in 1993 | was
accepted at Cli ff Cdlege in Derbyshire; bythe end of that year | knew that God
was calling me into fulltime minstry and so | candidated for the ‘Methodist
Diac anal Order b sene the church as an if rerart Deacon, Pllowing the lengthy
canddating process | wes accepted and began my ministerid traningat Queeris
College in Brmingham for two year. Following this | was appantment © a
pasition in Gosport, Hanpshire ard one o the churches | was workng with had a
smal GB Coy and | hd ped aut with testing themontheir spitual badge work and
then prese nting awards onther presentation evening. | was ordained in1999 and
in200L came b Jersey, Chamd Islands tosene in a new gp pointment focusing
on supporting the workwi th young people. | was s aught out by the BB and GB,
currently being jant Battd ion/ Dstiic t Chaplain. Some may think that Jerseyis so
far off the map it has no importance but there is a real thivingcommunity here
and the BBis a part of ha — we might be small but have wonderfu goporturities
and great esources at our fingertips indudng our Batilion headquarters with
excellent canping facilifes (hence te plug!). So once again | find myself bac k
and involved wi ththe BB —isn'tit amazing how thcse early roots that were paced
down all those years ago (wd | tirty!) still day an importance in my life today. So
I hope thisletieris a wordof encouragement © dl of you involved withBB acress
the District — carry on being investors in young lives you really can hawe an
infuerce!

Battalion Website : http://je rsey.b oys-brigade org.uk/

Deacon Malc olm Salmon, Jersey Battalion Chaplain



6
Regional Round Up

The England Regional Committee me & Felden on the 8" January 2005 and the following
wer e the main points of dscussion at the meeting.

AndhorBoy & Junior Section maerial, the meeting ageed, unanimously, that this has
beena PR dbaster by the Brigade. It has nd put Headquarters in avery good light and
has been handled very badly. Another date has beenreleased and all that we can dois
wat and seef the material turns up.

Brigad e Executive T he committee ageedto look at the vaing structure of how members
are elected tothe Brigade Executive, it has been proposed that electionstothe Executive
shouldbefora 3or 4year peiod. Thisisto be looked at and a propcsalmade at the nex
Regional Committee meeting in April.

Millen nium Volunteers the number of plars acceged has amost completely fufilled the
Brigades target, a few more canbe accepted but nd too many as there is no additional
funding available to manage the additional volunteers.

Feld en Bookings for 2005 have been very strong with only 4 weekends not boded
Orders are being receved for 2006, and enquires for 2007 onwards as well. A balanced
budget is the target for this y ear.

Finance Sane good news, irtome is in excess of the figure budgeted but this is dueto a
few good legacies, nd financial management. The pension fund shortfall is being plugged
by the Brigade on a monthy basis, but this does have a considerable effect on the
Brigades finances. There were also discussions on the restructuring of the Brigade
Capitation fees wha e theCompany registration fee is to be reduced and a heavier loading
istobe placed onthe numbe of members. Bandings may well be scapped and charges
may well be per member.

Under 26 representaion The meeting fet that an Under 26 Regional Committee should
be foomed the roles and remits of acommittee was not dscussed but should be decided
upon by the committee. Each Détrict is invited to elect/invite an Under 26 member who
would be willing to form an initial commtt ee.

DATES FO‘R YOUR DIARIES
16 APRIL 2005 ENGLAND REGIONAL CONFERENCE, UNIVERSITY OF
CENT RAL ENG LAND, BIRMINGHAM.
27" —30 MAY FIRM FOUNDATIONS

Chris Semmaen s, District Regio nal Representative.

New Internet Resource

| use thelrternet a geat deal in programme planning | have found some really us€ul
sites myself, and had dhers suggestedto me. It ocurred to me that dhers may like to
make use d them wihout the tedium d searching. Theeforel have startedtolist them
iro afree Google Blogger Web Site, (nofrilly WHICH has the added advantage of being
abletoupload viaE mail. SO if you have found some good stes, don® keep them to
yourself E-mail to weslee.webbb@blogger.com and enter the title into the subject bar, the
rest is automatic.

The site address is http:/ /webbh blogspd .com/

Barry King, 1st Somerton
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The ds pgay commenced with aur Boys and Girls carying out the figure marching
routine, whic h was dmost 10 minutes in durafon, a patiem of movements from
menory Butit then had b be a quickchange, as two iens later they were back
on the floor with the Creaton. The children had opporturi iesto watch most ofthe
display, as we were due to corcluded the dis day with ‘Hear aur Prayer. Now a
\ery quic k change, back onto the dsgay floor for the d cssing hyymsand prayers.
The display had lasted dnost 2%% hauis. What a Day! We later fourd out that
there was an auderceofover 400 pegple.

With all of cur equipment colleced we made our way back to the minibus and
headed off to Gloucester, where we were due to spend the night. Nckand my
san Chris were our pathfinces thraugh the one-way system. ‘ Ddn't we just go
around that roundabout?’. It wasnt their faut, weéd been given te wrong
directions. Gordon responded  mytelephonecad land we were soon on our way
to Huwcd ecote Methodist, where we were spending the night with 2" Canmbomé
and 3 Yeovil. A light supper, then to bed. Yes, thank goodness we had tat
extra hourin bed, as it was around midright when we had dl setied down, but
everyone was extremely ti ied.

Up at just ater 7am, breakfast for all corsisting of cered and toast, then into
un foms ready for the Chuich senice. A very warm welcome was exendedtous
al, and the minister had prepared his senice based around our typical famly
senice, \erl)s/enjo be with lots ofparidpai on. Time fordrinks and hiscuits, sad
our farewells,and we were off, dong with the 2"* Camborre. We had dedded to
sbp a& Asda at Crbbs Causeway for lunch, and once the chldren had
established their requrements, the queue lengtrered corsiderably. | did advise
the lady at the checkout that thele waslikdyto be s ome disrupon to the fow of
customers, butshes il panicked!

Lunch oer, we were now an our way homne, another quick sbbp at Exeter, and
phone calls made, parents were at chuic h anaiting our retum at 4.30pm. We had
a great weekend te children had enjoyed their time away, and had ealy
erj oyed the experience.

Many thanks to those who supported us, and many thanks to the Boys and Gils
for taking part, and many, many, many thanks to my staff Marlene, Nick, Andrew
and my s on Chris for their cansideralde help.

Mke Senmens, Captain 1°' Reduth.

Fantasy Formulal

After ne Immense success of [ast yeals maugural F1IBB Competiton, I shall be
runniré; it again for the 2005 seasan. After many upheavals in the teans, it
shoud be interesting to see who can pick the winners. Full details are on the
Website, where the current score talde will also be awaiable orce the season
stars.

Good Luckto all who entett

Rob.
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That Cheltenham Trip!

As with most things in life, therée's the preparation. As soon as the Boys and Gifls
retumed from the sunmer break, they were ld that for the next two nonths
extersive training would fdlow for the itens that we were due b pariicpate in at
the District Dsplay. These included learnng a whole new Figure Marching
rouine plus two short dramatic scenes, ane abou the Creation and the aher
abaut modern day scenarios — homeessness, war, begging, unempoyment,
victimisaton, et . called here ny prayer.

I would lile to thank those friends and parents who spent manyhouss with the
chiden and offcers panting, cdouring and sticking pictures onto the sides of
boresto create ascene for thecreation.

Just to add an audence to the ind rehears d of the figure marching, and to help
corcentrae the Boys and Qs minds, | invted the parents to cone in earlyon
the Thursday evening befoe the dsp ay weekend, so that they c auld perormthe
routne withh a degree of atmaos phere. It worked, up to this time there had on
occasins been a lack of commitnment, but now te shouldess went back, the
heads in the air and they were superb. Many thanks Mums and Dads!
Satuday 30" October amived, | had cdlected the minibus the previcus evening,
and wth e help of Nick Dent, whasec ar caried all of the ovemicht gear, along
with the 2" Cambome Company, we left Rednth Methodist Church at around
8.15am bu bebreseting of we stated that we would only allow the Kids to ask
‘Are we there yet? 162 times!

First stop, Exeter senices, a cquick essentid \isit, then 5 minutes in theshop and
we were on our way a%ain. Abou an hour ard a quarter later we stopped at
Bristol senices for lunch and to pick up a lad whose dad was on a couise in
Bristol that day. Then orto Cheltenham and by nowthere were anly a bout 100
‘Are we there yes?' left.

Cheltenham, loss of traffic, a corfusing One-way s ystem, but we fourd the Car
Park and after a s hort walk we found the Town Hdl. Time 1.15pm. | wes © co-
ordinate the afte moon prac fice sessi ans, and 1°' Redruth and 2" Cambome were
dueonat 2.30pm.

Practices went well, we marked out the floor for the marching and all the gear for
the dsplay soon foundit's way to aur side room The firal rehearsal involved all
those from the South West taking part From the stage | was amazed at the
nunber, later estalis hed to be around 250. Now we needed to nip out and ind
sone tea. Gorsensus of opinion sad Sausages and Chips (Sorry Mums), and
after an etemity theytumed up. Due © the pressures of ime ey were quickly
cors umed and back to the hall ready for theeent.

Thechangng area all oted for the ladesand grs had been restricted insize, but
they managed, all ready in uriform for the 7pmstart. |t was really great to seeso
many parentsin the audience, many thanks toall for supporing us.

As the irstigator of the idea of the display some two years previausly, | was the
conpere for the operning and dosing cerenonies, so it gave me great peas uie to
order the ‘Parace to fall in’ and to welcome the dgnitaries andspedal gests.

District Display 2004

West of England & Channel Islands 90" Anniversary Display
held at Cheltenham Town Hall on 30 October 2004,

After se\eral nerve-racking months wonderi ng if we would sell all te tickets,
by the Saturday we had sold neary all of them. Offcers from the
Glowestershire Battdion arrived early at Cheltenham Town Hadl to start
setting things up and © await the arrival of boys from Jurior and Company
Sections fom within the District. Each Battalion was allotted a ime far
rehearsals, which went redlywell.

The locd Press arrived during the noming and promptly took some photos
and inteniewed some of the boys and officers.

By 4.00 p.m. everyone had arrived and the practce for the opening and
closing ceremonies comnenced.

At 7.00pm the display started with our chief guest Mr John Yourg ard his
wife being escorted through the Guard of Honou into the main hall and to
their seats on the stage. There were 250 youngsters and officers and
approximately 350 parents in the main hall with oher guests, District and
Battalion officials on thestage.

The Dis play started with the Boumemouth Worship Graup leading us in the
opening cerenmonywith all Battdion Colous being paraded.

The items in the programme were, Figure Marching by 157 Redruth, 1¢
Mavern, and 5" Swindon combined band, Gymnastics by 1°' Plynouth,
Wilts hire Battalion, singing sorgs from Oliver, Old Time Dril | by 1 Malvern,
sketches by Cornwall Battalion and 3" Yeovil. A Canon run between
Glowcestershire Avon and Wiltshire Batalions, singing by Sonmerset, Cdour
Dil by the District dill Winners 5" BEeter, a dance item from
Glowestershire, and a banditem from 4" Plymouth BB & 11" Plymouth GB.
During the evening Mr Young presenied 9 young men with Queens Badges,
Nicholas Stafford, Peter Forsey (5" Gloucester), John Daglish, Garet Baiey
(5" Swindon), Robert Walters, Steven Tandy, Jack Young, Ben Outram, Nic k
Burley (1°'Malvern).

Since the display | have received seweral letters from various people
congratulaing the district an the inpressive display and how well behaved
and disciplined the boys were. The boys that took part were a credit to the
District, and | know that everyone inwlved with the event had a thorough'y
enjoyable time.

Gordon & Di Dale

Please see overleaf for a selection of Photos fromthe Display.
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