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Leave It  To The Pros  
 
In homage to Malcol m & the Fantas y Football Co mpeti tion I thou ght  tha t it wou ld 
be  go od to let t he pundits, manag ers  & players do the  tal ki ng so  here are a few 
qu otes: - 

·  “He is  th e man who has  be en brought  on to replace Pa vel Nedved. The 
irreplaceable  Pavel  Nedved .”  CLI VE TYLDESLEY 

·  “In football, you can never say tha t an yt hing is certain.  Th e benchmark is  
38-40 poin ts. Tha t has always  been the case . That will n ever cha nge .” 
STEVE BRUCE 

·  “Mi cha el Owe n is NOT a  di ve r. He kno ws wh en t o dive, and when not 
to…” STEVE HODGE 

·  “Chelsea  are  the  te am who ca n break the Man chester United  and Arsenal 
mo nopoly” RON A TKINSON 

·  “The ma n (Alex Fergus on) is United. Cu t him and  he  will blee d re d.” 
ALAN BRAZIL 

·  “It’s  going to  be difficult  for me  – I’ ve  ne ve r had to  le arn a lang uag e a nd 
now I do” DAVID BECKHAM 

·  “Our go alkeeper never had a save t o make in 90 minu tes.  And yet  he still 
ended up conce ding 4  go als” JOE ROYL E 

·  “Ma tches don’t come any bigg er th an FA Cup  qu arte r-finals” NEIL 
WARNOCK 

·  “Chris Porter scored his  first lea gue  goal last we ek, and h e’s do ne the  
same t his wee k” JEFF STIRL ING 

·  “There’s no do ubt  we’ll b e s ee n as a big  fish in the  Firs t Division next year 
–everybo dy will be trying  to kn ock us of f ou r pe rch ….” KEVIN 
BLACKWELL 

 
Chris  Semmen s 
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Eric  Chapman 1909-2004 
 

OBJECT: T he advancement of  Christ’s Kin gdom am ong Boys and th e promotion of hab its of 
Obedienc e, Reverence, D iscipl in e, Self R espect and all that tends towards a tr ue C hr istian Manl iness. 



      2 

Pres idents  Viewpoint  
 
Firstly I would like to wi sh everyone a happy new year, and to look back at the 
Dist rict Display held sinc e the last meeti ng. A report and pictures can be seen 
later. 
My thanks must go to all those boys and officers  involved i n making this  an 
excellent event.   We have rec eived several l etters complementi ng the district 
on putting on s uch an amazi ng display. 
Sadly at the end of 2004 we lost three members from our District.  
Eric  Chapman, Dist rict Honourary Vice President, and a member of the 
Broadleas Management Committee, from my own Battali on Colin O’Bri en and 
Wilf Boseley. 
Coli n O Brien who was  Captain of  the 1st Cheltenham Company and was 
involved in the work of the Gloucestershire Battalion, Wilf Bosel ey who had 
been Captain of the 1st Drybrook Company in the Forest of  Dean and had 
been reti red from company work for some time. My condolenc es to all their 
families at this t ime and we give thanks for all the work they have done in the 
brigade during their lives . 
 
In my first year as President  we hope that all c ompanies  wi ll take part and 
enjoy the events wi thin the Dis trict .  The District Drill competition in Plymouth 
is the firs t competiti on held on the 26th February followed by the District Junior 
Fun Day on the 23rd April. Company Sec tion Sports Day this  year in on the 
12th March at Looe, Cornwall.   This is a very good day with boys taking part in 
football, unihoc, vol leyball and cross -country.  As c aptain of 5th Gl ouc ester we 
have attended and enjoyed this event for many years . I hope that all thes e 
event are well attended and thank the convenor for the task of taking on thes e 
events. 
 
Lastly I would like to draw attent ion to the Dis tric t Fellowship weekend at 
Newquay on the weekend of April 1st –3rd, which is a very enjoyable weekend.  
It would be nic e to see some young blood at this  weekend in the thriving 
metropolis of Newquay. We have a great time and the weekend is a mixture 
of ti me together and free time to do what you like. Arriving on Friday ni ght 
dimmer i s next on the menu and then an evening ac tivity. If you are still 
awake after that then there usually time for a nightcap in the bar.  Saturday is 
a f ree day and people are free to do what  they want. We meet bac k for dinner 
in the evening and then this is  followed by an evening activity. Sunday 
morning we all attend the loc al churc h for the morni ng service and then go 
back to the hotel for lunc h and then all depart for home after lunch. If anyone 
wishes to go then pleas e c ontact Mike Semmens  or mys elf. 
 
Gordon Dale,  Dist rict  Pres ident  

Ob ituary – Er i c Chapm an 
 
Eri c Chapman (95) 
Eri c joined the 4th Pl ymouth Company as a Boy progres sing through the 
ranks to become an offi cer. He transferred to the 5th Plymouth Company, 
where he was appointed Captain and ran an outstandingly suc cesful 
Company. 
 
In 1950 he joi ned the Brigade’s full-time staff as Dis trict Organiser for the 
West of England Dis trict,  holdi ng that post  wi th dis tinction until his 
retirement in 1976. Eric was a famili ar figure throughout the seven 
counties and the Channel Is lands , where his enthus iasm and dedicati on 
led to the formation of  many new Compani es. He combined the off ice of 
Dis trict Secretary with that  of the Organiser and knew ever y Company and 
its Staff. His advice was  frequently sought and he never failed to respong, 
guiding where necess ary into the right path and making good things 
happen. 
 
A s talwart at  t raining c ours es with only one s tandard – that of perfect ion, 
or as nearto it as possi ble!  He organised Dis tric t Displays  of a very high 
standard, and master minded the Annual Dis trict Meetings,  weekends held 
at various venues across  the Distri ct, pac ked with acti vit ies and 
fellows hip.  
 
Retirement gave hi m more ti me to devote to Broadleas,  the Brigade 
Training and Camping Centre at Haytor. Eric was Secretar y to the 
management  commit tee and together with Edna gave unstinti ngly of his 
time undertaki ng many tas kson s ite. Broadleas stands  today as a t ribute 
to hi s long and devoted ser vice. 
Eri c was an Offic er and a true Christ ian Gentleman who influenced the 
lives of many Boys and men for good. 
 
To his wife, Edna and their s on, Brian, together wi th all the family, we 
extend our loving s ympathy & prayers. 
 
Don Reeby & Raymond Bray 
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Ob ituary – Colin O’Br ien 
 
Colin O©Brien (57) 
Colin joined the 1st Chel tenham Company i n 1959 aged 12 and 
progressed through the ranks as both boy and man. He took over the 
captaincy of the Company from his c ousin Dave Bell in 1985 a pos ition he 
still held when he was suddenly taken from us on December 22nd 2004. 
 
Colin was bapt ised in 1966 and in later years bec ame a deacon at  Gas  
Green Baptist  Church, Cheltenham where he worshipped. He had recentl y 
been appointed as a trustee of the Gas  Green Youth Centre. 
 
He was a very keen camper and c amped with the Battalion from his  f irst 
camp in 1960 unt il 2004.  During this period he only missed one camp due 
to a famil y illness. He held many pos itions  at Camp. One year he was  one 
of the cooks cooking for over 100 despite never having cooked at all 
before!   In the las t few years he was Equipment Offic er and it is  a 
meas ure of his meticulous attention to detail that the advance parties© 
duties were always c arried out eff iciently and without any hitches.  
 
Colin was  als o a valued member of the group of officers who took the 
Battalion Juni ors on their annual weeks holiday. 
Although serious , and at times shy, Colin would still enjoy a joke and leg-
pull even if it was at his own expense. 
 
We thank God for hi s life and the influence he had on s o many of us . Colin 
was  a t rue gentle christian man who will be remembered by al l who knew 
him with great affection. He will be greatl y miss ed by us  all in the 
Glouc esters hire Battalion. 
 

Ed itors  Notes  
 
Well,  thanks to everyone who responded to my desperate pleas f or  articles.  I hope that you 
all enjoy r eading them.  After the excel lent Display last October,  it looks l ike being a quiet er  
year through 2005, but that’s  no excuse f or not putting pen to paper and sending me an 
art icle in t he coming months. It doesn’t  matter how shor t, or  ins ignif icant you feel your  
news may be, the rest of  the District wil l be pleased to hear from you! 
 

The deadl ine for the May edit ion is 20th April 2005. All arti cles to the usual  
address:  rileyrob@bb-west.org.uk;  21 Ashc ott Drive, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset, 

TA8 1HS; 01278 786507. 

Secretary’s  Scene 
 

A BIG THANK YOU!!!!!!! 
OK! I realise that this may not probably fit in with the title but I had to say a big 
thank you to everyone, who contributed to the Dist rict Display & made it such a 
big success. I had a very enj oyabl e evening and from the c omments  I have 
received from others, they too had a great time.  
At the recent England Regional Committee meeting it was  commented by two of 
my c olleagues  what an enjoyable and impressive event it was . One of the two 
reported that it was  such a shame that thei r Dist ric t was unable to work together 
and get an event to match ours. 
It makes me proud to be able to think that our Distric t can demonstrate that we 
have the abi lity to support each other and work as a team in order to produc e 
such an event. It goes to show that together we are stronger, and the support 
amongst our Battalions  & Companies will make it easier to recruit & keep our 
members & staff as well as  produce different & varied events & activities.  
So please spare a thought for other members  in the Brigade and I would like to 
thank you in advance for the help and support that  you offer to those that need it. 
Chris Semmens, Dis trict Sec retary.  
 

Spor ting Predictions  
 
2004 - The f inal r esults are included. A big thank you to all who 
bot hered to enter, wil l 2005 be a year in which so many under dogs wil l 
once again win t hrough? – Probably why Leeds missed out on some 
si lverware in 2004. Keep your eyes  peeled for t he updat es t o the 
scores, as the big events happen this year. 
Chris Semmens 
Comp eti tion Conveno r 
 
OFFI CERS/STAF F COMPANY/ JUNIORS 
Shaun Baker 5

th
 Exet er  26 Pet er Dunst an 1

s t
 Churchdown 22 

Ian Bond 5
th
 Exet er  15 Thomas Burrel l  1

s t
 Churchdown 16 

Jake Smit h 5
th
 Exet er  14 Pet er Harwood  1

s t
 Churchdown 14        

Mike Prewett 1
s t 

Somerton 12 Juniors Section  1
s t

 Tewkesbury  14 
R. Woolston 1

s t
 Somerton     7 Ian Seymour       1

s t 
Churchdown 14 

Ashley Holman 5
th
 Exet er    7 Simon Rogers  5

t h
 Exeter 13 

   Mark Rogers   5
t h

 Exeter 13 
   Michael Kempster   5

th
 Exeter  10 

   Andrew Baldwin  1
s t

 Tewkesbury  10 
   Sam Blake 1

s t
 Churchdown 10 

   Andrew T ucker    1
s t

 Chalford   8 
   Joe Blake 1

s t
 Churchdown   7 

   Matt Roffe 1
s t

 Churchdown   4 
 Steve Diamond      1st Churchdown   4 

14 
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Chaplain ’s  Corner  
 
Last November I  was in the mi dst of acting as  Inspecting Offic er for the 
annual i nspection of the member c ompanies  of the Bris tol Diocesan 
Battalion of The Churc h Lads© and Churc h Girls© Brigade.  
CL&CGB regulations insist that each c ompany has to be inspec ted 
annuall y by an authoris ed external IO.  In the Bristol  Dioc esan Battalion 
the process is climaxed at the annual Battalion Carol Ser vice by the award 
of trophies  both to the company cons idered mos t efficient overall , and to 
the company which is  seen to be progressing the most in spite of 
dif ficulties of various sorts .  Thus the tas k of the IO in s eeking to make 
judgements with regard to thes e awards is no sinecure.  Leadershi p, 
Church relationships, c ompany programmes , uniform standards , staff  
deployment, financial and administrative rec ord keeping and s elf 
evaluation all come under scrutiny.  Hopeful ly the outcome will, i n Ofs ted 
speak, enable the various companies to be commended for what they do 
well  and to be chal lenged to refl ect  on areas for development. 
 
With these things in mind i t is perhaps appropriate that  the inspec tions 
take plac e during this period of the Church’s year now commonl y called 
the Kingdom s eason, leading into Advent and Christmas.  During the 
Kingdom season, especially at All Saints  Tide (1st November) and All 
Souls Tide (2nd November) we have set before us the examples  of those,  
known and unknown, who through their commitment to Our Lord in the 
members hip of His Church, have s et before us the possibilities of our own 
dis ciples hip.  In the lives of God©s saints  we are shown the s tandards of 
worship, prayer, service and witness to whic h we might  properly aspire if 
we are to be realis tic disc iples of He who is  indeed King of Kings  and Lord 
of Lords.  Thus the feast of Christ  the King (21 November), the c limax of  
the Kingdom season calls us to c onsider the reality and the quality of our 
relations hip to that King whose reign we celebrate.   
 
Suc h a consideration might  then enable us the more carefully and 
prayerful ly during the weeks  of Advent, whi ch leads directly up to 
Christmas , to prepare ourselves afresh for the birth celebrations of that 
same King, born of an apparentl y s ingle mum, in the equivalent  of bed and 
breakfast accommodation, i n an enemy oc cupied c ountry.   Some King 
indeed!    
  
In Chris t, 
Jack House        

Ap ath y is  Ki lling the BB 
 
Below is a copy of a FULL  PAGE article in the Bristol Eveni ng Post on Wednesday 
26th January 2005. Thankyou to Phil Warrey , although it’s  a sha me th at the BB can 
only get th is kind of publicity with  such an unfo rtunate story.  The re was  a subsequent 
article o n BBC Radio  Bristol discussing  this matte r! 
 
The future of Boys© Brigades  in Bristol is under threat because of a lack of  adults 
volunteering to be leaders. The youth movement could one day disappear from the 
city because new leaders are not joining up.  
Dozens of Boys © Brigades groups, known as companies, were dotted in and around 
Bristol throughout the first half of the 20th century. But now there are jus t 14 left in the 
Avon area and numbers will continue to dwindle unless more adults volunteer. Last 
year a brigade in Sea Mills closed because of a lack of leaders to organise the Boys. 
There are currently 400 boys who are part of companies in Bristol and about 65 
leaders. But many of the l eaders are part -time or occasional, meaning they make few 
appearances at the weekly meetings.  
Current leaders believe youth movements such as  the brigades and Scouts coul d be 
suffering from a negative i mage because of the number of leaders  who are being 
convicted of abuse and downloading child pornography. 
Phillip Warrey, who runs a Boys© Brigade group in Redfield and is a member of the 
Avon executive, said people were also wary of a growing "compensation culture". 
Mr Warrey said: "I have been a leader since 1988. Some friends in church were 
talking about  having problems in getting staff, and I was available. There are 16 Boys© 
Brigades in the Avon area. One in Sea Mills closed last year because of a lac k of 
volunteers  to run it. We have an extra problem in that  we are looking for people who 
are church-based. People are being put off. There are implications that  people who 
help run the Boys© Brigades could be sued at a moment©s notice. And leaders are 
tarnis hed by court reports, and people are worried. But there is no problem with 
anything. Parents happil y drop off their children, and we have a l ot of fun."  
In 1895 there were 22 Boys© Brigades in Bris tol , but after a boom in the first hal f of the 
20th century the numbers have fallen. It was thought that  young people were turned 
off by drills, parades and uniforms, preferring to play football or computer games .  
The shortage of adults  to lead the boys  echoes a similar situation faced by the 
Brownies, which is facing a national crisis because of dwindling leaders.  As many as 
8,000 people are needed to volunteer to become Brown Owls to meet the demand of 
a growing waiting list.  Karen Jay, director of training for Boys © Brigade UK, s aid: "We 
have the same di fficulties as the Scouts and Brownies.  "There are plenty of kids 
wanting to joi n brigades, but there©s a shortage of leaders . "There©s more of a 
shortage in Bristol  than nearby places such as Weston-super-Mare, Keynsham and 
Yate, which are okay for leaders." 
Marc Cooper, Bristol Evening Pos t 
 
www.thisisbristol.co.uk The Bristol Evening Post 
http://36bristol.boysbrigade,org,uk The 36th Bristol Company. 
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2nd Stoke-sub-Ham don on Cam p 2004 
 
We didn’t s leep in t ents we actual ly had a church 
hal l t hat had been refurbished for yout h groups at 
Shaldon.  E laine and I f elt it had been t he best 
camp ever !  The weather  was amazing and so 
were the boys!   We went to the beach most  days  
for part of the t ime and even went one evening for  
a barbeque, eighty sausages  were cooked on one 
disposable barbeque,  perhaps a fir st for  the 
Guinness Book of Records?  T he boys also enjoyed play ing on t he beach as the sun set.  
We had a great visit to Paignt on Z oo, so much to see, we could have spent longer.  W e 
watched the Teignmout h Carnival and v is it ed t he funfair.  On the Sunday we held a church 
parade at the Methodist Church, which was so f ull we had t o use t he new ref itted balcony 
and t he s inging was amaz ing, as  was the welcome.  O ur minibus played us  up, break ing 
down several t imes, but by the power of prayer act ually got to the door  of t he hal l we were 
staying in before it gave up t he ghost and was t owed away!  We had great fellowship 
together and I’m cert ain it is a time the boys wil l r emember for years to come.  
Ian Rumbelow, Captain 2

n d
 S toke sub  Hamdon 

 

News  from  Plym outh 
 
The annual number gather ing exerc ise f or our st atistical returns seems t o get earl ier each 
year and the results f or the P lymout h Batt alion in Sept ember 2004 were most  heart ening.  
In compar ison wit h the prev ious year , the total number of Boys increased by 29.  
Admitt edly, most of this was due to t he welcome addit ion of  the 1s t Ivybr idge t o the 
Companies of the Batt al ion, though the overal l f igure for  the r emainder of the Companies 
stil l showed a modest increase over 2003. I n addition, some Companies have increased 
numbers furt her since Sept ember, a trend that we hope wil l continue. 
It is also encouraging t o see many of our Senior Boys taking their first st eps in leadership.  
In part icular,  the 1

s t
 Plymout h had s ix Boys at the KG VI Courses at Felden dur ing last  

summer, three on t he 1
st
 year course and three on the second, and several Boys from t he 

1s t. , 4th ., 7th.,  & 8th are at var ious stages wit h their  Queen’s Badge at present.  
When the possibi lity of an event to mark t he 150

t h
 anniver sary of the Founder ’s birt h was 

mooted ear lier last  year, our Battal ion Vice-President, Alan Keast , took up the challenge. In 
1954, A lan was  one of t he party  from P lymout h who att ended t he I nternat ional Camp on 
the Playing F ields of Eton. His idea was t o inv it e the ot her members to join him for lunch on 
the 27

th
 Oct ober. I t was a great success, wit h all but two of the surviving members of the 

par ty present. As a r esult, not only is this likely t o become an annual event, but a st eer ing 
committ ee was formed to oversee the r e-birt h of the P lymouth St edfast Assoc iation f or  
former members, f riends and supporter s of  the Batt al ion.  
On No vemb er 12

th
  2005, we shal l be hosting t he latest act ivity day for t he Junior Sect ion 

age group,  gir ls and boys.  “GO 4 IT ” is being organised in P lymout h by BB Sout h W est at  
Salisbury Road Baptist Church. Det ails wi ll be sent t o al l District  Companies soon and we 
hope t hat as many as poss ible wi ll come t o join in the f un.  Make sure you put the date on 
your Company calendar for next session and keep it in mind when planning your  Battal ion 
events for next sess ion. 
Pet er Bi l l ing 

How  the BB Influence d m y Lif e! 
 
I was born and grew up in Penryn, Cornwall, my father (often known as ‘Bob 
Salmon’) was the Captain of the BB company there and I  was one of the first new 
recruits  when the coy re-opened in the mid seventies;  I can remember many 
Battalion events  such as  competition days and dis trict events during my ti me as a 
boy in the BB. Unfortunately like many rebellious teenagers by involvement with 
the BB wavered as  I approached that time in my life and then after a break of 
several years returned to help with a then recently reformed Coy in the next town 
of Falmouth and became an Offic er. After a mixture of careers in mental health 
nursing and landscaping gardening (I know an interesti ng mixture) I bec ame a 
committed Christian after growing up in a Chris tian family in which the Methodist 
Church played a major part and after questioning the whole ‘God’ debate after my 
Mother died in 1990.  In 1993 after a s uccession of short term work, I deci ded that 
I needed to do something with my l ife and found mysel f becomi ng more involved 
in church life – it was at this ti me and the encouragement of the then Minister; 
Revd Nigel Deller, that I felt it was right to go to Bible College and explore my 
vocation as well as get a better understanding of the Bible –so in 1993 I was 
accepted at Cli ff College in Derbyshire; by the end of that year I knew that God 
was calling me into full-time ministry and so I candidated for the ‘Methodist 
Diac onal Order’ to serve the church as an iti nerant Deacon, following the lengthy 
candidating process I was  accepted and began my ministerial training at Queen’s 
College in Birmingham for two year. Following this I was appointment to a 
position in Gosport, Hampshire and one of  the churches  I was worki ng wi th had a 
small GB Coy and I hel ped out with testing them on their spiritual badge work and 
then presenting awards on their presentation evening. I was ordained in 1999 and 
in 2001 came to Jersey, Channel Islands to serve in a new appointment focusing 
on supporting the work wi th young people. I was s ought out by the BB and GB, 
currently being joint Battal ion/Dist ric t Chaplain. Some may think that Jersey i s so 
far off the map it has no importance but there is a real thriving c ommunity here 
and the BB is a part of that – we might be small but have wonderful  opportunities 
and great  resources  at our fingertips including our Battalion headquarters with 
excellent camping facilities (hence the plug!).  So onc e again I  find myself bac k 
and involved wi th the BB – isn’t it amazing how those early roots that were placed 
down all  those years  ago (wel l thirty! ) still play an importance in my life today. So 
I hope this letter is a word of  encouragement  to all  of you involved with BB across 
the Dis trict – carry on being investors in young lives you really can have an 
influence!  
  
Battalion Website: http://jersey.boys-brigade.org.uk/ 
  
Deacon Malc olm Salmon, Jersey Battalion Chaplain 
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Regional Round  Up 
 
The England Regional Committee met at  Felden on the 8t h January 2005 and the fol lowing 
were the main points of discussion at the meeting. 
An ch or Bo y & Juni or Section mat erial , the meeting agreed, unanimously, that t his has 
been a PR disaster  by t he Br igade. It has not  put Headquarter s in a ver y good l ight and 
has been handled very badly. Another  date has been released and al l that we can do is 
wait and see if the mater ial turns up. 
Bri gad e Executive T he committee agreed t o look at t he vot ing str ucture of how members 
are elected t o the Br igade Executive, it has been proposed t hat elections t o the Executive 
should be f or a 3 or 4 year per iod. T his is to be looked at and a proposal made at the next  
Regional Committee meeting in Apr il. 
Mi l len nium Volunteers t he number  of plans accept ed has almost completely f ulf illed t he 
Brigades target, a few more can be accepted but not  too many as there is no addit iona l 
funding avai lable to manage the additional volunteers. 
Feld en  Bookings for 2005 have been very str ong with only 4 weekends not booked.  
Orders are being received for 2006, and enquir es for 2007 onwards as well. A balanced 
budget is the target for this year. 
Finance Some good news, income is in excess of the f igure budgeted but this is due t o a 
few good legac ies, not  financ ial management. T he pension f und shortfall is being plugged 
by the Br igade on a mont hly basis, but this does have a cons iderable effect on t he 
Brigades finances. There were also discuss ions on the r estructur ing of the Br igade 
Capitat ion fees where t he Company registr ation fee is t o be r educed and a heavier loading 
is t o be placed on t he number  of members. Bandings may  well be scrapped and charges 
may well be,  per member. 
Un der 26 r epresent at ion T he meeting felt that an Under 26 Regional Committee should 
be formed,  the r oles and remits of a committee was not discussed but should be decided 
upon by the committee. Each Distr ict is invit ed to elect/inv ite an Under 26 member who 
would be wil ling to form an initial committ ee. 
 
DATES F OR YOUR DIARIES 

·  16
th
 APRIL 2005 ENG LAND REGI ONAL CONFERENCE,  UNIVERSIT Y OF 

CENT RAL ENG LAND, BIRMINGHAM. 
·  27

th
 – 30

th
 MAY FIRM FOUNDATIONS 

 
Ch ris Semmen s, Dist rict Regio nal Representati ve. 
 

New  Internet Resource 
 
I use the I nt ernet a great deal in programme planning.  I  have found some really usef u l 
sites myself, and had ot hers suggested t o me.  It occurred to me that ot hers may like to 
make use of  them wit hout the tedium of  searching.  Theref ore I  have started t o l ist t hem 
int o a free Google B logger Web S ite, ( no fr i lls)  WHICH has the added advant age of being 
able t o upload v ia E mail. SO if you have f ound some good s it es, don©t keep them t o 
yourself E-mail to weslee.webbb@blogger.com and enter t he title int o the subject bar, the 
rest is automatic.  
The site address is http:/ /webbb. blogspot .com/   
Bar r y King, 1st Somerton 

The dis play commenced with our Boys and Girls carrying out the figure marching 
routine, whic h was almost 10 minutes in duration, a pat tern of movements from 
memory.  But it then had to be a quic k c hange, as  two i tems later they were bac k 
on the floor with the Creation. The children had opportuni ties to watch most of the 
display, as we were due to concluded the dis play with ‘Hear our Prayer’. Now a 
very quic k change, back onto the display floor for the cl osing hymns and prayers. 
The display had lasted al most 2½ hours.  What a Day! We later found out that 
there was an audienc e of over 400 people. 
With all of our equipment collected, we made our way back to the minibus and 
headed off to Gloucester,  where we were due to spend the night. Nic k and my 
son Chris  were our pathfi nders through the one-way system. ‘ Didn’t we just go 
around that  roundabout?’. It wasn’t their fault,  we’d been given the wrong 
directions. Gordon responded to my telephone cal l and we were soon on our way 
to Huccl ecote Methodist , where we were spending the night with 2n d Camborne 
and 3rd Yeovil. A light supper, then to bed. Yes , thank goodness we had that 
extra hour in bed, as  it was around midnight when we had all settled down, but 
everyone was extremely ti red.  
Up at just after 7am, breakfas t for all consisting of cereal and toas t, then into 
uni forms ready for the Church service. A very warm welcome was extended to us 
all, and the minister had prepared his service bas ed around our typical famil y 
service, very enjoyable with lots of participati on.  Time for drinks and biscuits, said 
our farewells , and we were off ,  along with the 2n d Camborne. We had decided to 
stop at Asda at Cribbs  Causeway for lunch,  and once the children had 
established their requirements , the queue lengthened considerably. I did advise 
the lady at the checkout that there was l ikely to be s ome disrupion to the flow of 
customers, but she s till panicked! 
Lunch over, we were now on our way home, another quick stop at Exeter, and 
phone calls made, parents were at churc h awaiting our return at 4.30pm. We had 
a great weekend, the children had enjoyed their time away, and had reall y 
enj oyed the experience. 
Many thanks  to those who supported us, and many thanks  to the Boys  and Girls 
for taki ng part, and many, many, many thanks to my staff Marlene, Nick, Andrew 
and my s on Chris  for their considerable help.  
 
Mike Semmens , Captain 1st Redruth. 
 

Fant asy Form ula 1 
After the immense success of last years i naugural F1BB Competition, I shall be 
running it  again for the 2005 season. After many upheavals  in the teams, it 
should be interesting to see who can pick the winners. Full detai ls are on the 
Website, where the current score tabl e will  als o be available once the season 
starts. 
Good Luck to all who enter!  
Rob.
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That Chelten ham  Tr ip! 
 
As with most things in life, there’s the preparation. As soon as the Boys and Girls 
returned from the s ummer break, they were told that for the next two months 
extensive training would follow for the items that  we were due to participate in at 
the District Display. Thes e included learning a whole new Figure Marching 
routine, plus two short dramatic scenes , one about the Creation and the other 
about  modern day scenarios – homelessness , war, begging,  unemployment, 
victimisation, etc . called here my prayer. 
I would li ke to thank those friends and parents who spent  many hours  with the 
children and officers  painting, c olouring and sticking pictures onto the sides  of 
boxes to create a scene for the c reat ion. 
Just  to add an audience to the final rehears al of the figure marching, and to help 
conc entrate the Boys and Gi rls  minds , I invited the parents to come in early on 
the Thursday evening before the displ ay weekend, so that they c ould perform the 
routine with a degree of atmos phere. It worked, up to this time there had on 
occasions been a lac k of commitment, but now the shoulders  went back, the 
heads in the air and they were superb. Many thanks Mums and Dads!  
Saturday 30th October arrived, I had c ollected the minibus the previous evening, 
and with the help of Nic k Dent, whose c ar carried all of the overnight gear, along 
with the 2n d Camborne Company, we left Redruth Methodis t Church at around 
8.15am, but before s etting off we stated that we would only allow the Kids to ask 
‘Are we there yet?’  162 times!  
First stop, Exeter services, a quick essential visit, then 5 minutes in the s hop and 
we were on our way again. About an hour and a quarter later we stopped at 
Bristol services for lunch and to pic k up a lad whos e dad was on a course in 
Bristol that day. Then onto Cheltenham, and by now there were only a bout 100 
‘Are we there yets?’ left.  
Cheltenham, lots  of traffic, a confusing One-way s ystem, but we found the Car 
Park and after a s hort walk we found the Town Hall. Ti me 1.15pm. I was  to c o-
ordinate the afternoon prac tice sessi ons, and 1s t Redruth and 2n d Camborne were 
due on at 2.30pm. 
Practices went well, we marked out the floor for the marching and all the gear for 
the display soon found it’s way to our side room. The final rehearsal involved all 
those from the South Wes t taking part. From the stage I was amazed at the 
number, later establis hed to be around 250. Now we needed to nip out and find 
some tea. Consensus of opinion  sai d Sausages and Chips (Sorry Mums), and 
after an eternity they turned up.  Due to the pressures of time they were quickly 
cons umed and back to the hall ready for the event. 
The c hanging area all otted for the ladies and girls had been restricted in s ize, but 
they managed, all ready in uniform for the 7pm start. I t was  really great to see s o 
many parents in the audience, many thanks  to all  for supporting us. 
As the i nstigator of the idea of  the display some two years previously, I was the 
compere for the opening and closing ceremonies, so it gave me great pleas ure to 
order the ‘Parade to fall in’ and to welcome the dignitaries and special guests . 

Dis tr ict  Display  2004 
 

 West of En gland &  Chann el Island s 90t h  Anniver sar y Displa y 
held at Ch elt enh am Town  Hal l o n 30 Octob er 2004, 

 
After several nerve-racking months wonderi ng if we would sell all the tickets, 
by the Saturday we had sold nearly all of them.  Officers from the 
Gloucestershire Battali on arrived early at Cheltenham Town Hall to start 
setting things up and to await the arrival of boys  from Junior and Company 
Sections  from within the District.  Each Battalion was allotted a time for 
rehearsals, which went really well. 
The local  Press arrived duri ng the morning and promptly took s ome photos 
and interviewed some of the boys and officers.  
By 4.00 p.m. everyone had arrived and the practice for the opening and 
closing ceremonies commenced. 
At 7.00pm the display s tarted wi th our chief  gues t Mr John Young and his 
wife bei ng es corted through the Guard of Honour into the main hall and to 
their seats on the stage. There were 250 youngsters and officers and 
approximately 350 parents in the main hall with other guests, District and 
Battalion officials on the s tage. 
The Dis play started with the Bournemouth Worship Group l eading us in the 
opening ceremony with all Bat talion Colours being paraded.  
The items in the programme were,  Figure Marching by 1ST Redruth, 1st 
Malvern, and 5th Swindon c ombined band, Gymnast ics by 1s t Plymouth, 
Wilts hire Battalion, singing songs  f rom Oliver, Old Time Dril l by 1st Malvern, 
sketches by Cornwall Battalion and 3rd Yeovil . A Canon run between 
Gloucestershire, Avon and Wiltshire Battalions, singing by Somers et, Colour 
Dri ll by the District drill Winners  5th Exeter, a dance item from 
Gloucestershire, and a band item from 4th Pl ymouth BB & 11th Pl ymouth GB.  
During the eveni ng Mr Young pres ented 9 young men wi th Queens Badges, 
Nicholas  Stafford, Peter Fors ey (5th Glouces ter), John Daglish,  Gareth Bailey 
(5th Swindon), Robert Walters, Steven Tandy,  Jack Young, Ben Outram, Nic k 
Burley (1s t Malvern). 
Sinc e the display I have rec eived s everal letters  from various people 
congratulati ng the district on the impressive display and how well behaved 
and disciplined the boys were.  The boys that took part were a credit to the 
District, and I know that everyone involved with the event had a thoroughl y 
enjoyable time. 
 
Gordon & Di Dale 
 
Please see overleaf for a selec tion of Photos from the Display. 
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Left  & Below:  
Prac tici ng hard for 
events 
Gloucestershire and 
Redruth (below) in 
Rehearsals for the 
evenings premier! 
 
Bottom: 
Some of  the Props 
Team 

Top:  
Boys from the Gloucestershi re Battalion pose for the 
press wi th the Canons. 
 
Above & Right : 
1st Redruth in full  swi ng,  showing why they won the 
District Figure Marchi ng,  and earlier posing for the 
press. 

District 
Display 

2004 

 
Cheltenham  
Tow n Hal l 


