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Broadleas Warden, Roger Bunce, with willing helpers from 1st Exeter, 
clearing the site 

 
 
 
OBJECT: The advancement of Christ’s Kingdom among Boys and the promotion of habits of 
Obedience, Reverence, Discipline, Self Respect and all that tends towards a true Christian 
Manliness. 

 



President’s Viewpoint 
 
I recently attended the Company and Seniors Camp at Broadleas; what a 
fantastic weekend for all those that attended, thanks to all those who organised 
and attended, I’m sure that there will be a report elsewhere. 
  
Whilst on the camp I met one Boy who was regarded as a nuisance, always in 
the wrong place at the wrong time, regarded by staff and Boys alike as the 
biggest problem there was BUT – 
  
Don’t we all have a member like that in our company?  Don’t we all have one 
Boy or Girl whose name seems to be permanently on our lips – stop doing that, 
put that down etc, etc ? - I have! 
  
I sat with this “problem” Boy, I agreed to his request to arm-wrestle, I did not 
shout AT him, I did not talk TO him, I spoke WITH him.  He was most polite, he 
readily agreed to carry the used plates to the kitchen or pick up litter when 
asked, others moaned when asked to do likewise.  Rather than, yet again, tell 
him to remove his I-pod when he should be listening, I asked what music he 
listened to, his reply, “Heavy Metal” was no surprise. 
 

I told him that I like the Beatles, Abba, some Classical pieces, he told me that 
he did not like Abba but did like some Beatles songs, Classical and Bing 
Crosby. 
  
I learned so much while speaking with this Boy, and changed my mind about 
how to deal with my own “problem” Boy.  I have emailed him to thank him, to 
ask whether I can get my Boy and him to email each other in order to discuss 
how they feel and how they are treated.  The Boy has the ability of becoming a 
good Officer, one who understands others like himself.  No doubt some people 
will scoff at the idea, there will be those who know the Boy and do not believe I 
can even write this.  I would ask them, have you sat down with your “problem” 
Boy? Have you spoken WITH him? 
 

Is it US that has a problem, rather than him? 
Malcolm Godolphin 

 

Editor’s Notes  

 
Only one company seems to have done anything of note, yet results show that 
other companies have taken part in competitions.  Thanks must go to all the 
convenors and organisers.  This is our smallest issue for some time – please 
send in your articles – no articles = no magazine.  Please note the deadline is 
September 21 st, I need all articles by then as I am on holiday during 
September and early October.  Thank you in anticipation of a bumper issue. 

Hilary Malpas , editor 



Secretary’s Scene 
 
Where has the year gone? Time certainly marches on! 
The summer months stretch ahead of us as we plan many activities and trips to 
enjoy with our young people. It’s time to appreciate and explore the beautiful 
surroundings that we are blessed with here in the south west. It may be that 
your Company is looking forward to its annual canvas camp. The opportunity to 
spend a week under canvas sharing a great time of fun and fellowship, whilst at 
the same time making deeper friendships in a very different environment. 
May I please take this opportunity to remind you all about Broadleas Fete, this 
year being held on the 13th June at Haytor. This BB jewel is set in the centre of 
our District on the very edge of beautiful Dartmoor and is available for use by 
all. The Fete is the big fundraising push of the year to generate capital to 
maintain and improve the site. As well as a fete, it is also a chance to catch up 
with friends from across the West Country and have a chat over a cream tea 
under the glorious Devon blue skies. We hope!! There will be competitions and 
events for all age groups, stalls, sideshows and refreshments. This year the 
Fete will be opened by Mr. John N. Smith who is the Deputy Leader of Devon 
County Council. Programmes for the Fete will be available before the event, all 
proceeds going to the Children’s Hospice South West appeal. Please support 
the Fete, bring your young people to enjoy the day and any offers of help or 
support will be greatly appreciated. Please contact me if you would like any 
further information.  
It has been a difficult season for my local football team, Yeovil Town. At times it 
was looking pretty dodgy but with raw teamwork and good management, they 
have survived in League 1. On the club’s crest, the motto reads “Achieve by 
Unity”. Surely this could be a great foundation for our BB careers together for 
our one ultimate goal as a dedicated member of the best club in the world, the 
BB!  With good teamwork, planning and management and with unity amongst 
the leaders anything is possible; the sky is the limit as to what we can offer our 
young people.  
It was with great pleasure that I read of the reformed 4th Cheltenham Company 
in the April edition of the Gazette. It is a fantastic declaration of what is possible 
and what the Gloucestershire Battalion is striving for, starting or reforming 
Companies, using serving, experienced staff to begin work in areas that are 
seriously in need of what the BB has to offer. Never have the words ‘waiting 
list’ left me feeling upbeat!! 
This success story should be a lesson to us all. We all know local areas where 
Christian youth work is needed, let us all move forward with unity and passion 
and put our District on the map as a District that respects its tradition and 
history but nevertheless is working very much for the future. 
Whatever your plans this summer, I wish you every success in your 
undertakings and adventures and as always please do remain Sure & 
Steadfast. 

Jason Frost 



Chaplain’s Corner 
 
Surf’s Up! – or is it?  
Bournemouth will soon be home to the first artificial surf reef in Europe. The 
idea is this: you build a specially shaped artificial sand bank on the sea bed. 
This amplifies the waves coming ashore and makes them better for surfing.  
Now, there are two very important questions about this project. (1) Completion 
has been seriously delayed: the project is more than a year behind schedule. 
When is it going to be finished? (2) Once finished, will it work? Will surf waves 
magically arise from the flat calm that Bournemouth generally enjoys? 
The project, it seems to me, is a parable for Brigade leadership. Two questions: 
two points. 
 
(1). Because of the delay in completing the reef a number of newly established 
surfing businesses now face bankruptcy. While would-be surfers may be 
frustrated and the townspeople fume over the spending of council tax money, 
it’s these businesses that are really suffering. And that’s the first parable point.  
Sometimes we know our Company should do something so that youngsters are 
more strongly attracted to join, or will learn more effectively about Jesus. But it 
is easy for such changes to get delayed for one reason or another. Such delays 
may be a frustration or pain to some of the leaders or youngsters, but they 
could make miss an opportunity to lead a youngster to Christ. And for that 
youngster, the delay is not just a frustration or irritation, it is critical. 
So if there’s something your Company needs to do to attract, retain or energise 
young people, then do it now. Don’t delay. Don’t wait until everything is just 
right. As long as safety and safeguarding are not compromised, just do it.  
 
(2). But will this artificial reef work at all? The principle is that the shape of the 
sea bed, modified by enormous plastic sausages filled with sand, concentrates 
the energy of the waves so that they get bigger. Now, in order for this to work, it 
seems to me that you need to have waves in the first place! With no waves, 
there’s no energy to concentrate, and nothing’s going to happen! 
And there’s the second parable point. The Boys’ Brigade is principally about 
helping young people to grow as Christians. That’s what distinguishes it from 
that other organisation, whose name I dare not mention on this page. And if we 
leaders want the youngsters to know the power of the Holy Spirit, we need to 
ensure we know it. Without Holy Spirit energy in our own lives, we won’t have 
the energy to help others grow.  
So don’t let the leaders and helpers neglect their own spiritual lives: start 
something that will help your leaders. Otherwise you may all end up like those 
sand-filled sausages lying beneath the sea surface at Bournemouth - waiting 
for a wave that never comes. 
God bless you all. You’re doing a great job. Let Jesus give you a hand! 

 Revd. Dr. Bob McKinley , Chaplain of the 2nd Bournemouth Company  
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 Around the Battalions 
         
Wiltshire Battalion  6/12/1969 to 28/9/2008 
Sunday 28th September saw the laying up of the colours of the Wiltshire 
Battalion.  The ceremony took place at St. Margaret’s Church in Stratton, which 
is the home of the 5th Swindon Company and we were very pleased to 
welcome our District President, Malcolm Godolphin and his wife Sue, as our 
guests of honour for the occasion.  
 
The Rev. Victor Howlett gave us a very interesting service that was focused 
largely on the youth with a dignified time at the end of the service for our laying 
up of colours ceremony.  His talk in the service drew attention to the Olympic 
Games and how our work for the Lord is like running a relay race with a time 
for us to hand over the baton to the next runner.  This was a most welcome 
illustration that seemed very appropriate for our present situation. 
As President of the Wiltshire Battalion, an opportunity was given earlier in the 
service for me to talk about the Battalion, its purpose, its history and also the 
future.  Emphasis was made on avoiding the use of the word ‘closure’, as to do 
so would indicate something negative and final, when in fact it is neither.  We 
are in fact just changing the Battalion boundary lines, responding to the present 
concentration of Companies and for the benefit of these local Companies. 
Battalion boundaries have been changed before and will, no doubt, be changed 
again in the future to suit changing conditions.  It was on the 6th of December 
1969 that the boundaries were changed to create the Wiltshire Battalion when, 
prior to this, Companies in Wiltshire belonged to the ‘Wilts and East Somerset 
Group’. 
 
The Boys’ Brigade is steeped in history and tradition, and it would be fair to say 
that both my wife and I are keen traditionalists.  We are very proud of the BB 
history, the BB traditions and many of the BB formalities.  Some of the changes 
that have been made and are now being made we do not find easy to accept.  
However, we are also proud of the fact that the BB is a modern and forward 
thinking organisation that is willing to make changes and to adapt to changing 
circumstances, not only to survive but to move forward and grow. 
Opportunity was also given in this service for myself, on behalf of the Wiltshire 
Battalion, and Malcolm, on behalf of the West of England and Channel Islands 
District, to present long service awards to Graham Barnes for his 58 years 
service in the BB.  At the age of 15 his name was the first in the register of 
Boys with the 1st Swindon Company.  He became an Officer of that Company 
and later was appointed their Captain.  The 1st Swindon Company became a 
very successful Company both locally and nationally, winning sporting 
competitions and also drill and band competitions within the Battalion and also 
within the District.. Graham has been the secretary of the Wiltshire Battalion for 
many years, a position he has held until the present time. 

Leif Edwards 



5th Exeter 
It was on Saturday 7th February when six of our Junior Section Boys entered 
the football and uni-hoc competition held at the Acorn Centre in Torquay.  The 
competition was well attended by lots of companies around the Devon 
Battalion.  The competition started at 10am and it was a bit worrying if the 
roads were going to be alright because on the Thursday night Haldon and 
Telegraph Hill were closed by very heavy snow and a couple of hundred cars 
were stuck.  It was plain sailing down to the English Riviera. 
We put in a good effort but we have a lot to work on, lots of potential to come 
back next year.  Well done to our lads and thanks to Jake Smith and Matt 
Gordon for their time as well. 
The final results are: 
Uni-hoc    Football  
1st  1st Torquay A   1st 2nd Paignton / Tiverton 
2nd 2nd Paignton / Tiverton  2nd 1st Torquay A 
3rd 1st Goodrington   3rd 1st Goodrington 
4th 1st Torquay B   4th 1st Torquay B 
5th 5th Exeter   5th 2nd Bovey Tracey 
6th 2nd Bovey Tracey  6th 5th Exeter  

 
5th Exeter Juniors 

 

On 14th February we held a coffee morning in aid of our trip to Firm 
Foundations at BB Headquarters in May and raised £97 to add to the £125 
raised at our first coffee morning in January.   We are very busy in fund raising. 
We held another coffee morning in March with a car wash and also planned to 
steward a car boot sale at the Exeter Livestock Centre, but needed to get there 
before 6 am!  



On Tuesday 10th February five companies entered the Devon Battalion Drill 
and Colour Party competition held at the headquarters of the 1st Goodrington 
Company.  The quality of the drill was excellent and the standard was top 
class.  The teams were inspected and marked on 8 or 13 man drill, 4 man 
single rank and 3 man colour party. 
 
The final results were (out of 100): 
Drill single rank     Squad Drill 8/13 man   
1st  5th Exeter  89 1st 5th Exeter 88  
2nd 1st Goodrington   82 2nd  1st Torquay 78  
3rd 2nd Bovey / 2nd Paignton 77 
Colour Party 3 man 
1st 5th Exeter  90  
The inspection officers were Mr. David Bradford and Mr. Frank Flook. 
 

 
Devon Battalion with Colour Party 

 
 
On 20th February Devon held their ten-pin bowling competition at Torquay.  38 
Boys from six companies took part.  The results were: 
 
Individual     
1st Howard Stamp 2nd Bovey Tracey 285 
2nd Jules Friend 2nd Bovey Tracey 248 
3rd Mark Tobin 1st Torquay  235 



Team 
1st 2nd Bovey Tracey 953 
2nd 1st Torquay ‘A’  903 
3rd 1st Torquay ‘B’  787  
4th 1st Brixham  731 
5th 5th Exeter 
6th 1st Goodrington and 2nd Paignton 
 
On 21st February, some of the officers and older Boys from 1st and 5th Exeter 
companies helped to clear up the Broadleas Centre at Haytor.   
 

 
some of 5th Exeter after clearing a boulder 

 
The weather was a little chilly, but sunny.  Lunch was in the early afternoon and 
we had an extra large pasty each – which were lovely!  

 Ashley Holman 
 

Avon Stedfast Association �
 �
We now have a website! Please take a look at www.avonbb.org.uk/stedfast�
It’s not too late to join, please contact me on:�
Telephone: 0117 960 9837�
E-mail: peteshears@msn.com�

Peter Shears  Avon Battalion SA Co-ordinator�



District Competitions 
 
On Saturday 7th March 14 Companies from far flung corners of 5 Battalions met 
in Bristol to play Football, Unihoc, Volleyball, Ultimate Frisbee and Extreme 
Dodgeball. This was the biggest turnout in recent history of the District 
Competitions Day and proved challenging to organise, even with a second hall! 
The day had shades of passionate teamwork, exemplary sportsmanship and a 
mixture of winning and losing for all teams.  
A sincere thanks to the many little helpers who appeared on the day, willing 
volunteers for timekeeping / refereeing and to all the leaders’ patience as the 
carefully planned fixture list went out the window! My impression is that the 
young people really enjoyed the day which is by far the most important factor, 
and I was impressed by their behaviour, seeing many of them interacting with 
young people from different Companies and Battalions. 
The Results are as follows: 
Extreme Dodgeball 
1st  4th Bristol 
2nd  1st Torquay 
3rd  6th Bristol / 1st Redruth C 

Volleyball 
1st  1st Torquay 
2nd  1st Redruth A 
3rd  4th Bristol / 1st Yeovil 

Unihoc 11-14yrs 
1st  1st Yeovil 
2nd  4th Bristol 
3rd  5th Gloucester / 1st Torquay 

Unihoc 15-18yrs 
1st  5th Gloucester 
2nd  1st Torquay 
3rd  1st Redruth / 1st Cheltenham 

Football 11-14 yrs 
1st  6th Bristol 
2nd  5th Gloucester 
3rd  4th Bristol / 1st Torquay 

Football 15-18yrs 
1st  1st Torquay 
2nd  5th Gloucester & 1st Yeovil 
3rd  1st Redruth / 1st Cheltenham 

Ultimate Frisbee 
1st  20th & 21st Bristol 
2nd  1st Yeovil 
3rd  5th Gloucester / 1st Torquay 

 
 
 

Adric Etheredge , Convenor 2009 
 

10 Pin Bowling Individual Scores 
 Company Section  
  Name   Company  Age Total Score 
 1st Howard Stamp  2nd Bovey Tracey  158 
 2nd Robert Trickey  1st Yeovil  13 157 
 3rd Gregrory Watts  1st Yeovil  16 133 
 
 Junior Section   
  Name   Company  Age Total Score 
 1st Joshua Boskett  1st Tewkesbury B 11 128 
 2nd Ben Turner  1st Charlton Kings B 11 124 
 3rd Joe Cummings  1st Charlton Kings B 10 117 

 



10 Pin Bowling Competition 
Company Section   
 Company   Team Age Total Score 
1st 1st Yeovil   84  696 
2nd 5th Gloucester A   85  524 
3rd 2nd Bovey Tracey    517 
4th 1st Torquay A     481 
5th 1st Tewkesbury B  78  463 
Other companies taking part were 1st Charlton Kings A, 1st Malvern A & B,  
1st Torquay B,  1st Cheltenham A, 5th Gloucester B, 5th Exeter  
Junior Section   
 Company   Team Age Total Score 
1st  1st Tewkesbury B  61  614 
2nd  1st Malvern A   60  541 
3rd  1st Charlton Kings B  51  533 
4th  1st Cheltenham A  51  533 
5th  1st Charlton Kings A  49  511 
Other companies taking part were 1st Tewkesbury A, 5th Gloucester A, and  
4th Cheltenham A & B       Gordon Dale  

�
�

Scripture Exam 2009  
Entries were a little up this year with 70 as opposed to 69 last year.  Only 9 
companies took part compared with 10 last year, but there were two new 
companies taking part for the first time since I started.  There were the usual 
confusions with some not completing all the required sets of questions and with 
entrants not numbering the answers the same as the questions, but we coped 
anyway.  When setting questions on Jesus stilling the storm and I asked “What 
was the weather like?” I was not really expecting a Boy to answer…”Mild but 
cloudy with a chance of rain later in the day”!  An excellent guess and I wish I 
could have given points for it! 
Results were:- 
Company Section  
1st Lauren Goldsworthy 1st Redruth (for the second year running!) 94.64% 
2nd Samuel Constable  1st Redruth 87.5��
3rd  Sam Goldsworthy 1st Redruth 80.35% 
Senior Section  
1st Timothy Keasley 5th Gloucester 85.71% 
2nd Libby Walters  1st Redruth 80% 
3rd Adam White  1st Torquay 78.57% 
The Company  winners were 1st Redruth,  
2nd 5th Gloucester 
only marginally ahead of 1st Torquay 
followed by 5th Exeter, 2nd Bovey Tracey, 2nd Dorchester, 4th Bristol, 1st Yate, 
2nd Paignton.               Ian Brailey 



The District Junior Section Competition  Day was held on Saturday 25th April 
at Looe Comprehensive School in Cornwall. There were five teams entered on 
the day, many thanks to 5th Gloucester & 5th Swindon companies for making 
the considerable effort to travel down to Cornwall, not excluding the ever 
stalwarts of 2nd Bovey Tracey. The day commenced with the Figure Marching 
competition, three teams entered and the standard according to the judge, 
Mark Stephens, was exceptionally high. He and his wife later judged the craft 
entries where they were impressed with the standard of the entries. �
The competitions continued throughout the day, uni-hoc and short lunch break, 
then team games, 5 a-side football and then out doors for the cross country. All 
the companies taking part ensured that there were a good number of entries in 
each age class. Then onto tug of war competition, which started in the sports 
field but had to be moved into the sports hall due to the onset of rain.�
Jason Frost, District Secretary, presented the awards and commented on the 
high level of competiton from those involved and the excellent sportmanship 
displayed by all. 
Figure Marching     
1st.  1st Redruth 
2nd.  5th Gloucester 
3rd.  5th Swindon 

Team Games  
1st  1st Redruth ‘A’  
2nd  1st Redruth ‘B’ 
3rd  5th Gloucester 

Uni-Hoc    
1st  1st Redruth 
2nd  5th Gloucester 
3rd  5th Swindon 

5 a-side Football   
1st   1st Redruth 
2nd  5th Gloucester 
3rd  5th Swindon 

Art & Crafts  
8/9 years of age     
1st  Sam Pedrick      2nd Bovey Tracey 
2nd Nicholas Tatton 5th Gloucester 
3rd Daniel Sore      5th Swindon 
 

 
10/11 years of age   
1st Matthew Middleton 2nd Bovey Tracy  
2nd Bethany Ackerley  1st Redruth 
3rd Reece Web        2nd Bovey Tracey 
 

Company Collage   
1st   1st Redruth 
2nd  2nd Bovey Tracey 
 

Tug of War  
1st   1st Redruth 
2nd  5th Swindon 
3rd  5th Gloucester 

Cross Country 
8/9 Individual    
1st Adam Grigg        1st Redruth 
2nd Michael Pang      5th Gloucester 
3rd Lewis Nordon      2nd Bovey Tracey 

 
10/11 Individual   
1st Jack Lettington-Smith    1st Redruth 
2nd Michael Walters     1st Redruth 
3rd Sam Durmay             5th Gloucester 

8/9 Team    
1st  2nd Bovey Tracey 
2nd  5th Gloucester 
 

10/11 Team    
1st   1st Redruth 
2nd  5th Gloucester 
3rd  2nd Bovey tracey 

    
Mike Semmens �



European Fellowship Events in 2009 
European Fellowship has many good opportunities coming up in 2009 that we 
would appreciate if you could circulate through your communication channels 
to leaders and young people. If you would like to advertise your event through 
us, please get in contact with our Joint Activities Coordinator Adric Etheredge - 
activities@europeanfellowship.org 
 
Music 09: 4 th  – 11th July 2009, in Silkeborg, Denmark. Approx 200e   
The FDF hold this music camp every 5 years for young people who like to play 
music whether in a brass band, stomp style, gospel singing or a worship band! 
The program boasts big shows, theatre, concerts and surprises!  
Download  www.studenteuroclass.org/EF/MUSIC09.doc 
contact  Joern:  hriis@fdf.dk 
Website  www.fdf.dk/musik2009  
  
Confirmation Camps: 8 th-18th July; 19 th-29th July; 30 th July – 9 th August, In 
Finland  
Nuorten Keskus have their traditional Confirmation camps in the summer of 
2009, One of the main goals of the Confirmation training is to make young 
people be an active member of his/her parish and to have faith in God as a 
living part of his/her daily life. There are opportunities for international leaders 
to come and observe, gaining valuable experience of this style of camp, as well 
as teach or lead sessions. 
Contact  Elise:   elise.kytta@nuortenkeskus.fi 
  
Amazing (G)race: 3 rd  – 8th  August 2009 starting in Helsinki, Finland 399e + 
food   
Would you like to cross the Polar Circle, meet Santa, sleep in a military tent, 
ride thousands of kilometres, swim one of a hundred thousand lakes, visit in 
Moomin land or check out one of last Lenin Museums. Hit the (rail)road, Jack! It 
might be hard...but for sure....it's fun! Open to young people 16+ 
Download  www.studenteuroclass.org/EF/AG.doc 
Contact  Juha:   juha.kinanen@ptk.fi 
Website  
http://www.ptk.fi/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=320&Itemid=82 
 
Kringle: 25 th - 29th August 2009 in Merkspla, Belguim  
Chiro, a Belgian youth organisation are holding 5 days full of pleasure for some 
of the leaders of your organisation to end their celebration of 75 years of Chiro 
with 3000 young people! This is guaranteed to be a fantastic week in an 
international campground showcasing the best of the legendary Chiro games! 
There are even giant empty barns to play huge games indoors! More details to 
follow. 
 
 



Music Festival: 11 th  – 13th  September 2009 in Southern Jutland, Denmark 
Around 1250 13-20yrs old come together for a fantastic weekend music 
festival. Besides music at the stage there are activities and happenings, dance 
groups, house band, night service, café tents, stalls, theme parties and 
competitions.  
Download  www.studenteuroclass.org/EF/MF.doc 
Contact Rasmus:   joker@fdf.dk 
Website  www.fdf.dk/seniorfestival  
   
Future Dates for your Diaries 
  
FINLAND NK Youth Festival Mid May 2010  
ENGLAND BB Amazing (G)Race London 2010 Mid Summer 
DENMARK FDF National Camp July 2011  
FINLAND PTK National Camp 20-25th July 2011  
  
 
Myth:  Health and safety 
rules take the adventure 
out of playgrounds 
 
The reality:  
We're all for playgrounds 
being exciting and 
challenging places. 
Children should have fun 
in them, get fit, develop 
social skills and learn how 
to handle risks. 
What’s important is to 
strike the right balance - 
protecting children from harm while allowing them the freedom to develop 
independence and risk awareness. Exciting and challenging playgrounds do 
this, poorly maintained or badly designed ones don't. 
Health and safety laws don’t stop children having fun but ill-considered and 
overprotective actions do. 
www.hse.gov.uk/myth 
 
Answers to TINS  
1 – concertina  2 – routine 3 – stint  4 – retina 
5 – tinsel  6 – caketins 7 – sting 8 – nicotine 
9 – martinet  10 – bunting 11 – tintagel 12 – nightingale 
13 – abstinent  14 – satin 15 – continue 16 – acting 
17 – tingle  18 – matins 19 – guillotine 20 – pertinent 
21 – serpentine  22 – retinue 23 - impertinent 



Obituaries 
It has been with great sadness that Avon Battalion has lost three life-long 
members of the Battalion in recent months, Vernon Marsh, Mel Castle and 
Margaret Chappell. 
 
Margaret Chappell - 2 nd Bristol Company  
In her teens, Margaret was asked to help out in the 2nd Bristol Company Life 
Boys. This was the start of a life-time association with The Boys' Brigade. 
Margaret was the first woman Officer in the Company Section at a time when 
women officers had not been fully accepted. We are glad to say that we (The 
Boys' Brigade) saw the light and Margaret later went on to become the first 
woman Battalion President. 
Whilst working with the Life Boys/Junior Section, Margaret was well known for 
her storytelling, bringing to life the Bible stories for the Boys. Margaret would 
practice on her work colleagues and then relay the stories to the Boys without a 
word in front of her. Margaret led singing with the Boys and travelled to the 
West of England participating in the Choir Competition. For many of the Boys 
this was the first time they had ever travelled on a train – and indeed the first 
time a couple had lost their hats on the train line on the way! 
It was a sad day when the 2nd Bristol Company closed due to the Church 
closing, but Margaret continued her work with the BB at the 3rd Bristol 
Company, allowing Boys that she had worked with complete their Junior 
Section Gold Badge.  
Margaret was a stalwart of the Battalion, her commitment was immense, and 
her loss has been felt greatly. Her commitment was awarded with her 
becoming Battalion President, a role which she completed admirably.  
 
Vernon Marsh - 1 st Keynsham Company 
Vernon Marsh was the anchor-man in the 1st Keynsham Company. For years 
he worked with the Company Section and latterly with the Juniors and Anchor 
Boys. Vernon put hours of work into his Company and was always there for the 
Boys. His administrative skills kept the Company informed and organized, and 
he was always there to lend an ear. 
Vernon was the backbone of our Battalion Band for many years, working with 
many Boys at Battalion Camp allowing them to achieve their badges. Vernon 
not only helped Boys in his own Company, but also travelled to help in other 
Companies, allowing them to retain a Company Band. 
Vernon was Quartermaster at Battalion Camp and ran the mess like a tight ship 
– he will be missed greatly. 
Vernon's greatest pride was that his son Phil, who sadly died a few years ago, 
and his two grandsons were also members of The Boys' Brigade (1st Yate 
Company), and indeed were also part of the Battalion Band. His grandson, 
Richard, now convenes the Battalion Band Competition and is our Battalion 
Bandmaster. 
 



Mel Castle - 20 th Bristol Company 
At the age of 11 Mel joined the 21st Bristol Company but later transferred to the 
20th Bristol, and in 1948 returned from Army Service to become a Lieutenant, 
becoming Captain in 1963, a role which he held until the end.  
Mel was a quiet, lovely man who was always the first to offer help and advice 
which many of us have taken up over the years.  
On Founder's Day in October Mel was presented with a medal for 60 years' 
service as an Officer. He had also completed 60 years of Battalion Camp (even 
attending a week or so after he was married). Mel took over the organisation of 
Camp Concerts – encouraging Boys and Officers alike to take part! He also 
wrote many ditties about life at camp. 
Because of his financial expertise Mel was appointed Battalion Treasurer in the 
mid 1970s. He was always looking for ways to raise money for the Battalion 
and we have benefited through his exceptionally hard work ever since. 
The 20th Bristol Company will miss Mel's leadership and friendship greatly, but 
are determined more than ever that the legacy that Mel has left will be upheld 
and carried forward through future generations of the Company. 
 
Vernon, Mel and Margaret honoured their Lord and are now at rest with him 
where they will share in the fruits of his Kingdom. 
 

The deadline for the next issue will be 21st September 2009. 
Copy can be sent to the usual e-mail address, dave@bb-west.org.uk or to 

21, Ashcott Drive, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset TA8 1HS tel. (01278) 785884 

 
 

TREASURER’S SLOT  
 
As we approach the Annual General Meeting, I would like to remind everyone 
of the scheme which supports the work of the District – FRIENDS OF THE 
DISTRICT.  An annual gift of only £5  is all that is needed to become a Friend.  
For those who pay tax, you may wish to consider gift aiding your donation and I 
will be happy to supply any information you may require.   
 
Please contact me by post (10 Chapel Terrace, Illogan Highway, Redruth, 
Cornwall TR15 3LJ) or by phone (01209 214946)  
 
The District is continually grateful to those friends who have subscribed to the 
scheme, some for many years, and enabled it to maintain the various events & 
competitions and also to help provide our magazine. 
 
Contributions are also welcome from Companies and / or Battalions to support 
the provision of “BB West”. 

Ruth Westbury 



PUZZLE 1/2 PAGE 
A collection of TINS 
1 _ _ _ _ _ _ TIN _   a musical wind instrument 
2 _ _ _ TIN _  the daily round 
3 _ TIN _   keep on short allowance 
4 _ _ TIN _   part of the eye 
5 TIN _ _ _  Christmas decoration 
6 _ _ _ _ TIN _  for baking in 
7 _ TIN _   a sharp pain 
8 _ _ _ _ TIN _  obtained from tobacco 
9 _ _ _ TIN _ _   a strict disciplinarian 
10 _ _ _ TIN _  material for flags 
11 TIN _ _ _ _ _   place in Cornwall 
12 _ _ _ _ TIN _ _ _ _ a bird 
13 _ _ _ TIN _ _ _  refraining from 
14 _ _ TIN   shiny material 
15 _ _ _ TIN _ _   to carry on 
16 _ _ TIN _  the performance of a part 
17 TIN _ _ _  thrilling sensation 
18 _ _ TIN _  morning service 
19 _ _ _ _ _ _ TIN _  weapon in French revolution 
20 _ _ _ TIN _ _ _  to the point 
21 _ _ _ _ _ _ TIN _  lake in London  
22 _ _ TIN _ _  band of followers 
23 _ _ _ _ _ TIN _ _ _  insolent 
 
 

THE BOYS’ BRIDADE WEST OF ENGLAND & CHANNEL ISLANDS DISTRICT 
FRIENDS OF THE DISTRICT 

* I have pleasure in enclosing £ … … … and wish to enrol as a “Friend 
of the District”.  Cheques should be made payable to “The Boys’ Brigade West 
of England District”. 
* Please send me a Bank Standing Order. 
* Please supply information re Gift Aid. 
(Delete as necessary) 
 
From Name …………………………………………………………………… 
 
 Address   …………………………………………………………………. 
   
  …………………………………………………………………… 
 
 …………………………………………………………………… 
 
Signed ……………………………………………     Date   …………………….. 
To Miss R. Westbury (District Treasurer) 
10 Chapel Terrace, Illogan Highway, Redruth, Cornwall, TR15 3LJ 


